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ntroduction

*Yle et a front row seat to see our children develop into who Unrist has
created them to be

® Jereriah 1:0- "Before | made you in your mother's womb, | knew you
Before you were born, | chose you for a- special work.”

* Psalm 137:15-"You formed the way | think and feel. Jou put me together

in my mother's womb.”




Dejining “Succerdpul” Parenting
e uccesstul parenting is the rightful, bod -ordained

oss of control. The qoal of parenting is to work

ourselves out of a job



The Goal ok

e Ihe qoal of parenting is to raise ch
dependent on us to be independen
on bod and proper connectedness £

o stand on their own two feet

Par enting

- mature people whno, wi

dren who were once totally

h reliance

o the Lhristian communi

y, are able



The Role of the Family

e [he family is bod's primary learning community. Parents have a platform
for instruction that no one else has

e phesians 6:4-"Father's, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
o

roverbs £2:6- leach children in a way that fits their needs and even
when they are old, they will not leave the rignt path.




Teach your chifd Jedud, dhow your chifd Jerus.

e (hildren were made for a relationship with bod

 [hey were made to know, love, serve and obey Him

 byerything a child thinks, does and says was purposed by bod to be done in

submission to him.

o Matt 22:3/-38-"You shall love the Lord your bod with all your heart, and with al

your soul and with all your mind. Ihis is the great and first commandment.”



Purdue God

e Wle want our children/teens to pursue bod
e |he ultimate qoal for teens is to have a heart for God

e | s is the roof that will produce all other fruts of Godliness ir

their [ives.



Mrategies for encouraging a heart por God

e Make family worship a priority and make it engaging
* Lok for opportunities to point your teenager to bod
* Be positive and Lhrist centered in your use of scripture. ( 2 Timothy J1/)

5o willing to use yourselt as an example of the forgiving, enabling, and

delivering qrace of Christ



Mrategies for encouraging a heart por God

* 5e willing to ask for Torgiveness, accountability and prayer
e a picture of humilty, dependence on Christ, and hope

* 5 a model o prayer without ceasing



Mrategies for encouraging a heart por God

* Be an example of hunger for bod. Let your teenager see your commitment to be
under the reqular teaching of bod's word

e [t your teenager see you be in robust fellowship and ministry with the body of

it

e fisk yourselt Do | hunger ater bod and does my teenager see it!"

 f\re you a model of the thing you are seeking to instill in your teenager!



Cualities of a Jpiritual Warrior

e\ spiritual warrior will understand that the world is a struggle.

A spiritual warrior will have a heartfelt, internalized fear of bod. Ihe single

motivation in a persons life should be to live a life so as to please The Lord

* Second to the fear of bod, but directly related is submission to authority



Cualities of a Jpiritual Warrior

* Separation from the wicked. [he teenager who who fears God will want to be

with other teenagers who fear bod ([t is true that one is known by the company

ne keeps)

* |horough knowledge of scripture that allows him to apply its commands,
rinciples, and perspectives to the many different situations that arise in every-

day lite. Be able to approach life with biblical wisdom



Culhuwral Polludanhy

* fis parents, we make a great error in in our tendency to emphasize the obvious

cultural pollutants. {sex, drugs, alcohol, violence, abortions, etc) while neglecting

the more deceptive, unseen pollutants in the culural air around us

 |he result is that our children may not participates in the "biggies” but they end

up serving the idols of the surrounding culture.



Culhuwral Polludanhy

* [hese idols should be feared more because they creep up on s, unseen anc

appearing harmless and attractive

* [hese idols also play to the desires of the sinful nature. They feed the very

thing that bod is seeking to destroy



Cullwral Vdof»

oelativism o Vaterialism
*|ndividualism e utonomy
ot motionalism o|/ictimism

o rosentism



Uoring

* e share a fallen nature with our teenagers, and we share progressive qrowth

unto holiness with them!

e must stand alongside them as the older sister in Christ and point them to the

only hope-Christ

* e must communicate that there is no answer we qive them that we ourselves

don't need



Uoring

e Never qive in to thinking it is too late. bod knows when it is the exact time

and moment to teach us. He is never early, and He is never late

et is only by the power of Lhrist that we can do all things



Praya'

o "Father we want to follow your example as we parent our children and teenagers, yet dally we find ourselves falling short
in many ways. loday we ask that you would empower us so that we may use every situation to think, speak, and act in a
way that pictures you, and what you, through your Son, have done for us. We pray that there would be no struggle so
grave as to lead us to give up, since Christ's work for us daily qives us reason to continue. We pray that you would use us,
to teach our children, and encourage them to take on the qualities of a spiritual warrior. May you qive us bod qiven
opportunities to help our children to develop his internal convictions and apply them to every situation. We pray that our
children will develop a heart for God, and that you will use us to produce children who love and serve bod above al else
We pray there is a vertical bodward focus to everything our teenagers and children say and do. We pray that you rule their

heart, so that they can live a qodly fite in a fallen world." Amen
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